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JAMES i. 27. 
Pure Religion and undefiled before God and the Father 
ic this, to wifit the Fatherleſs and Widows in their 


Aiction, and to keep himſelf unſpotted from the World. 


T appears to be one great Deſign of this Epiſtle of 
[| St. James, to correct the Miſconſtructions which 
had been put upon ſome Parts of the Writings 

of St. Paul: Particularly in Relation to the Article of 
Juſtification ; which, when applied to the final Ac- 
ceptance of Man with God, had been repreſented as 
conſiſting only of a bare Faith, independent, as well 
of perſonal Purity, as of brotherly Love.“ 
B It 


* Juſtification or Righteouſneſs (Amtoovry in the Original) is often 
uſed in the New Teſtament to ſignify the firſt Acceptance of a Sinner with 
God, or his Admiſſion into the Chriſtian Covenant, See the zd, 4th, and 
5th Chapters of the Epiſtle to the Romans, But for the full Proof of this 
Point, the Reader is recommended to that valuable Work which Mr Taylor 
has prefixed to his Paraphraſe on the Epiſtle to the Romans, as a Key to the 
Apoſtolic Writings. ' 2 | 

This firſt Zuftification then (the Privilege of Chriſtians in general, whe. 
ther good or bad) muſt carefully be diſtinguiſhed from that perſonal 
Righteouſneſs which is requiſite in order to our final Acceptance. with 
God, or Acquittance at the laſt Day. | 

The 
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It was natural for St. Paul, when deſcribing the 
Excellence of the Chriſtian Salvation, to inſiſt parti- 
cularly on the Neceſſity of Faith, or a firm Truſt and 
Confidence in the 2 of chat Salvation, and of 
that only. It was even neceſſary for him to do this; 
in Oppoſition to thoſe Who had confounded the Mo- 
ſaic Diſp nſation with Chriſtian; 5 and inſiſted on 
the Obligation of the Law, though by the gracious 
Terms of Frhe Goſpel, they were happily freed from it. 


In 


The Inſtrument, in the find[ as well as in the firſt Juſtification, is Faith: 
But Faith muſt be, very differently conſidered when applied to the one and 
to the other. As the ſaftrume ent of the firſt Juſtification, it ſignifies pro- 
perly Behef : (a Belief of the whole Cofpet, not a Reliance on ſome parti- 

cular:Declarations of it only) When it is aſſigned as effectual to final gulli. 
fication, it means rather bt 9 that 1 * a Life ſuitable to 
fuch Relief... - - 

Now there is no Mee in ſuppoſing the, utter Laſuffclen of 
that Faith in order to the final Juſtification, which may be very effectual 
for the nt. And thus, whether we maintain with St. Paul, that we muſt 
he finally ſaved by. Faith, as it ſignifies a Beligf of the Goſpel, and a Life 
conformable to ſuch Belief or whether we ſay, with St. James, that by 
Works a Man is juſtiſted, and that we muſt forth. our Faith by of 
Works ;, the Difference, apprehend, wilt not be great, either in Regard 
to ur Belief or Practice. | 

It is farther to be obſerved, that Juſtificayjon, as it Gonifics the fr ft 
Acceptance of Sinners with God, like many other Scripture Expreſſions, 
(tuch as Adoption, Election, Sanification, &c.) had a peculiar Reference 
to thoſe to whom it was firſt applied; to Perſons who had been born and 
educated in a State either of Judaifm or of Idolatry, and were from thence 
converted to the Chriſtian Faith. It is not therefore rich applicable to 
Chriſtians of. the | preſent Age and Nation at all. 

If however any one thinks himſelf concerned in it, by fair and equitable 
Canſtructiqn ; let him alſo confider—how far this Fuftificatio aloe will 
avail him, in Regard to his nal. Hoceptance with God; and whether it is ſe- 
riouſly to be believed, that nothing more is required of him through the 
whole Courſe of his Chriſtian Life, than was required of a Fewi/h or Gen- 


tile Convert. to n od A $3 his Converſion and falt l of 
1 Goſpel of Chriſt. 


6.9) 


In this View, as well as others, the Apoſtle might 


well maintain that we muſt be faved by Faith in Jeſus 
Chriſt, and not by the Works of the Law of Mo/es. 

But that we mult be finally ſaved by Faith, conſidered 
as a mere Act of the Mind, without Works of Righ- 
teouſneſs, of Charity, and of Purity this is a ma- 
nifeſt Contradiction to the whole Scope and Deſign 
of the Chriſtian Religion: And that Men ſhould ſeri 
ouſly maintain ſo ſtrange a Doctrine, is ſuch an Inſult 
upon the common Senſe and Underſtanding of Man- 
kind, as, one would have thought, could never have 
deen ſubmitted to, eſpecially by Perſons at Liberty to 
ſearch the Scriptures, were it not abundantly proved 
from Experience. 

The Miniſters of the Goſpel therefore, have ſtill 
great Reaſon, as on the one Hand to maintain the 
Neceſſity of Faith, in the full Senſe. of the Word, as 
ſignifying a Belief of the Truth and Certainty of che 
Chriſtian Revelation in general, in Oppoſition to the 
faſhionable Scepticiſm of the Age; ſo on the other, 
to inſiſt likewiſe on the indifpenfible Obligation of 
Works, — Works of Piety, of Charity: and of Purity,— 
in order to guard againſt that Enthuſiaſm, and Zeal 
without E which * ſo much in the 
World. _ 5+. . 
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The 
* The vain n of ſome modern Enthuſiaſts are well repreſented 
in an Effay on Enthuſtafon, printed in the Royal Magazine for laſt July ; 
which accidentally came into my Hands. 

I hope the ingenious Author will not be offended at my preſenting 
my Readers. with the following Extracts from it.—* All Sins have the 
Devil for their Author; but Eathuftaſm is, perhaps, his Maſterpiece; 
14 as he there ſheweth himſelf moſt a Devil, where he can moſt deceive. 
« To 3 the Uniilaking and Profligate, he wales Uſe of the Plea- 

ee 


1 


The Deſign of the preſent Solemnity po ints out the 
former of the two Duties mentioned in my Text for the 
Subject of our preſent Attention: Pure Religion and 
undefiled before God, even the Father is this; to viſit the 
Fatherleſs and M. idows in their Aﬀtiion. © 


By viſuting the Fatherleſs and Widows, we muſt be 
underſtood to take all proper Care of them, giving 
them according to our Abilities, ſuch Advice and 
Relief as their reſpective Conditions may require. 
—By thus viſiting the Fatherleſs and Widows, we 
muſt not think ourſelves excuſed from doing the like 
charitable Offices to any others, who ſhall be found, 
upon the Whole, equally deſerving of them. Orphans 
and Widows are here mentioned, not as the only Ob- 


jects of our Charity, but as being often the firſt and 
oor entitled to it. 


I ſhall 


&« ſures. of Senſe; but for the Serious and Devout, he hath Toils of a 
« finer Sort, And thus, after a Man has overcome two of his Enemies 
* the World and the Fleſh, he often falls a Prey to the Devil, who is the 
« moſt dangerous of the three.—Pride and Ignorance conſpire to form an . 
« Enthuſi Through Pride ſuch an one leaves the Flock where he is 
60 undiſtinguiſhed, and walks by himſelf, that he may be taken Notice 
« of ; through Ignorance he loſes his Way, and falls into the Enemy's 
4e Hands. Being proud, he deſpiſes the ordinary Means, and expects the 
« Spirit without them; being ignorant, he embraces a ſtrong Deluſion 
« inſtead of it. —Enthoſiaſts are always talking of themſelves. They can do 
* nothing, but it is deemed worthy to be had in everlaſting Remembrance; 
and you are to think Heaven and Earth are engaged and intereſted in 
«« every Step they take, while going from one Market Town to another. 
Nothing happens to them as to other People, but all is Prodigy and 
« Miracle. The Public is ſurfeited with the Divine Communications 
« which they enjoy, and the frequent Interviews they have with God. 
„They are the only ſpiritual Men. Others are Legaliſts, and Formaliſts, 
« and Followers of a Church-wall Religion. The Fancies of a private 


*«« Spirit are preferred by an Enthuſiaſt to Ordinances inſtituted by Autho- 
cs rity 


„ 


I ſhall make it my Buſineſs therefore, to conſider, 
FIRST, The Importance of Brotherly Love, or 
Charity to Perſons in Diſtreſs, in general. And, 
SECONDLY, The Reaſonableneſs of making 
ſome particular Proviſion for thoſe Orphans and Wi- 
dows, whoſe. ſingular Circumſtances of Diſtreſs are 
the Occaſion of this Day's Solemnity. 


FIRST, I am to conſider the Importance of Bro- 
therly Love, or Charity to Perſons in Diſtreſs, in ge- 
neral,: ...: 

Now in order that any outward Act of Kindneſs 
to another may properly come under the Name and 
Notion of Charity; it muſt proceed from a Principle 
of Love or Benevolence in general, rooted in the Heart, 


C actuating 


* rity. When the Bells call him to Prayers, he conſults his own Diſpo- 
« ſition; and the Conſequence often is, that he ſtays at Home. A Perſon 
*© of this Complexion will tell you, that he never finds ſo much Benefit 
« from faſting, as when he faſts on a Monday; for which one might be at 
«© a Loſs to aſſign a Reaſon, if one did not recollect, that the Church hath 
« appointed Friday for that Purpoſe, Sometimes his Life is to be go- 
5 verned and directed by Lots, and if he ſhould awake at Midnight, Hea- 
ven mult in that Manner inform him, whether he is to ariſe, or to take 
* the other Nap. Toward Settaries of all Kinds the Hearts of Enthu- 
« fiaſts are enlarged, and they have Charity for every Thing but the 
* Church, Of all Men they are the molt obſtinate and incorrigible. They 
have an Impulſe to warrant them, and to queſtion that, is to quench 
the Spirit, This makes it almoſt impoſſible that they ſnould be con- 
<« vinced of their Errors. From the Follies of the World, and the Sins 
of the Fleſh, many have been reclaimed: But of thoſe whom Enthuſiaſin 
© has miſled, and cauſed to wander from the Truth, few have had the 
« Modeſty to acknowledge their Error, and the Reſolution to forſake it. 
„The Enthuſiaſt is above Inſtruction, and Proof againſt Exhortation ; 
% and when your Arguments have put it out of his Power to anſwer, with 
a Countenance quite unembarraſſed, he fetches a deep Sigh, and tel. 
vou, he will pray for you! | 
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actuating and influencing the whole Conduct. For 
the Morality of an Action, in all Caſes, depends upon 
the Intention of the Agent: And we are expreſsly 
told, in the preſent Inſtance, that the outward Act 
is abſolutely inſignificant, if it proceed not from a 
good Principle. Though I beflow all my Goods to feed 
the. Poor, faith an Apoſtle, and have not Charity ; do 
not perform. theſe outward. Acts of -Kindneſs from a 
Principle of Love, and _ Brotherly Affection; 5 it pro- 
fiteth me nothing. 
But the Love of our Neighbour, rightly underſtood, 
iſſuing from a Principle of Benevolence, ruling in the 
Heart, and built upon the Love of God, as its only 
proper Foundation, is the beſt Proof we can give of the 
Purity, the Influence, and the Efficacy of our Religion. 

For the / Buſineſs of Religion is, to improve the 
Heart as well as the Underſtanding ; to make Men 
not only wiſer, but better. This is ſo evidently the 
Deſign of Chriſtianity, that I might well be charged 
with an unneceſſary Undertaking, were I to enter upon 
the Proof of it. It 1s ſufficient to my preſent Pur- 
poſe to remark, that this Deſign is never effectually 
anſwered, but when it diſpoſes us to the habitual 
Exerciſe of Brotherly Love and Kindneſs : And that, 
as the Love of God naturally leads to the Love of 
our Neighbour, the Love of our Neighbour, thus eſ- 
tabliſhed, is the proper Foundation for the general 
Practice of Virtue and Goodneſs. 

The Reaſon is; becauſe the chief Obſtruction that 
Religion meets with, in forming the Heart to Virtue, 
ariſes, I apprehend, from that Selfiſhneſs, which 1s 
born with us; and which, if I miſtake not, conſtitutes, 


in 


"W 8 


in a great Meaſure, the Depravity and Corruption of 
human Nature“ A 
Now the benevolent Affections are directly oppoſite 
to this ſelfiſh Principle. When therefore the former 
of theſe prevail in the Heart, the latter muſt neceſ- 
ſarily be kept under and corrected: In this Caſe, the 
Way is open to every Virtue, to every Thing that is 
good and commendable: And thus it is that the Love 
of our Neighbour becomes the immediate Foundation 
for the habitual Practice of Virtue and Goodneſs in 
general. | x 


If we purſue this Obſervation, we ſhall find that 


moſt other Duties are much inferior to the Duty of 


Charity; or that Charity is the Improvement and Per- 
fection, as well as the Foundation, of the Whole Duty 
of Man. 


Let us conſider the Excellence of Charity, as it dif- 


tinguiſhes the three general Branches of Man's Duty, 
to God, his Neighbour, and himſelf. — 
| I begin 


* By Selſiſbneſe, I mean an exceſſive, inordinate Love of ourſelves ; in 
Oppoſition to Selt-Love, conſidered as a natural, and as a religious Prin- 
ciple : Such a Love of Self, and of preſent Gratification, as makes a Man 
forget his wn true and real Intereſt, as well as that Love which he owes 
to God and to his Fellow-Creatures, which is, in Fact, intimately and ei- 
&ntially connected with Self-Love, rightly underſtood. And in aſſigning 
this Selfiſhneſs as the general Cauſe of the Depravity of Man, I hope, I 
have not repreſented human Nature as being either better or worſe than it 
really is. If we conſult our own Breaſts, we ſhall generally find, that 

-whenever we are guilty of any great Violation of our Duty, there is ſome- 
thing of Selfiſhneſs at the Bottom of it: It proceeds from the inordinate 
Love of Pleaſure, for Inſtance, or of Profit, or Honour, 

And if we believe the Oracles of Truth; what was it but this Selfiſh- 
neſs that miſled our firſt Parents: The Deſire of immediate Self-Gratifi- 
cation and Indulgence, regardleſs of the Conſequences ? 

- Agreeably 
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di begin with the laſt of theſe. 

. Temperance; Induſtry, Frugality, however uſeful to 
** never appear ſo excellent, as when practiſed 
from the additional Motive of Good-Will to others. 
When any one is frugal and temperate in the Uſe 
of the good Things he poſſeſſes, that out of his A- 
bundance a larger Supply may be made for the Wants 
of others: Or when another is induſtrious in his Call- 
ing, with a Deſire to procure ſomewhat more than 
what is neceſſary for his own Subſiſtance, that he may 
have to give, if it be but ſome ſmall Share, to him 
that needeth: In ſuch Caſes, Temperance, Induſtry, 
and Frugality, muſt be allowed to carry with them 
peculiar Degrees of Excellence, and to become truly 
virtuous. 

So in Regard to ſuch Duties as immediately con- 
cern our Neighbour, whether in his Reputation, Pro- 
perty, or Life: —Not to injure any one in either 


of theſe, is reckoned ſome Proof of a Man s Honour, 
. and 


| bly to this Account of the Fall, the Redeemer of Mankind was 
uſhered into the World with this ſignal Proclamation—ꝙ Peace on Earth, 
and Good-Will towards Men: Thele were to be the diſtinguiſhed Bleſſings 
of Meſliah's Kingdom. 

But as it is not the Deſigh of Grace ordinarily to over- rule the Powers of 
Nature, or to force Men to be good and virtuous: It is no Wonder if we 
often find this ſelfiſi Diſpoſition ſtill uppermoſt in the Heart: No Won- 
der, if, ſince the whole Chriſtian Life is a Life of Trial, the ſubduing of 
this extravagant Fondneſs for ourſelves conſtitute the chief Part of this 
'Trial. 

Accordingly the Apoſtle bath expreſsly told us that this would be the 
Caſe: In the laſt Days, lays he, (2 Tim. iii. 1.) (that is, even under the 
laſt and beſt' Diſpenſation, that of the Goſpel) Perilous Times ſhall come— 
Men ſhall be Lovers of their own ſelves : He not only reckops this exceſſive 
Self-Love as one great Inſtance of Man's Depravity, but as the ot and 
+brincizal Corruption of human Nature. 


( 11 ) 
and of his Honeſty. But in the View of Charity, it 
ts a ſmall Thing not to injure another. The chari- 
table Perſon is ever ready to do Good to his Neigh- 
bour, when he has an Opportunity, even at the Ex- 


pence of his own Property, Reputation and ſometimes 


Life itſelf. 
We may add, that as to our Duty to God, Charity 


is ſo eſſential to it, that it can in no Wiſe fubſiſt 
without it: To profeſs to love God, while Men hate 


one another, —this is not Piety, but Hypocriſy, an 
Abomination both to God and Man: | 

So then Chriſtian Charity, more than having barely 
that Relation to Virtue, which is ſuppoſed to connect 
its ſeveral Branches, is the very Perfection of Virtue 
and Goodneſs itſelf. | 


But let us attend to the Repreſentation which Scrip- 
ture gives of this Duty. | 
Our bleſſed Lord having ſaid that the firſt and 
great Commandment was the Love of God, adds, that 
the ſecond is like unto it, Thou ſhalt love thy Neigh— 
bour as thyſelf : On theſe two Commandments hang all 
the Law and the Prophets. - Obſerve the Order and 
Character of this Duty of Brotherly Love. It is not 
only the ſecond great Commandment, but is like unto 
the firſt ; naturally ariſing from it, and eſſentially con- 


nected with it: The Neglect therefore of the one of 
theſe Precepts is utterly inconſiſtent with the Obſer- 


vance of the other: He who ſincerely loves God, will 
love his Brother alſo; and he who does not really 

love both, cannot properly love either. 
St. Paul, having enumerated ſeveral particular Du- 
ties, concludes, If there be any other Cummandment, it 
174 
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is briefly comprehended in this Saying, namely, Thou ſhalt. 
love thy Neighbour as thyſelf. The Reaſon is, that 
Love extendeth to all Inſtances of Duty between Man 
and Man: In the e of the Apoſtle, Loe work- 
eth no Ill to his New hbour ; the Meaning is, that 3 it is 
ever ready to do — Good : Therefore Love is the 
fo Ifilling of the Law. 

And in the Epiſtle to Timothy, Charity i is ; expreſsly 
nn to be the. End of the Commandment 3 that is, 

of the whole Chriſtian Religion. 
l I might produce Paſſages of Scripture in Abundance 
_ ſetting forth the Excellence of —— J might ſhew 
the great — oak it, in the Chriſtian 1 
even to the miraculous Gifts and Endowments of the 
Holy Ghoſt, in the Infancy of Chriſtianity, as well 
as to Faith and Hope, the ordinary Work of the 
Bleſſed Spirit in theſe our Days. But I think it un- 
neceſſary to enlarge on this Argument; and therefore 
fhall cloſe it with the Teſtimony of the great Apoſtle: 
That Apoſtle, who becauſe he — warmly and zea- 
louſly aſſerted the Neceſſity of Faith in — to Salva- 
tion; has been often underſtood as if he meant to ex- 
elude the Uſe of Works, as no Way requiſite to this 
Purpoſe. In his Epiſtle to the Cylaſſians, having ex- 
horted them to — on (as the Elect of God, holy and 

beloved) Bowels of e Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, 
Meekne/s, Long-Suſfering; to forbear one another, and to 
forgive one another, 1 any Man have a Quarrel againſt 
any even as Chriſt forgave you, .Jo alſo do ge: He 
adds, and above all theſe Things' (or as the Words 
might be rendered upon. all bels Things) put on Cha- 
91 lad 16 hy Bad m_ OE Having repre- 
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ſented Chriſtianity under the Similitude of a Gar- 
ment or Clothing; he tells them that upon all other 


Parts of it they muſt put on Charity, if they would 


complete and adorn the Whole. The Figure is very 
ſignificant, and highly expreſſive of that Importance 
which I have been aſcribing to this Duty.“ 


Should it be faid that too much is here aſcribed to 
Charity ; and that Faith and Hope are not allowed their 
proper Share in the Buſmeſs of Religion: I would aſk; 
what are Faith and Hope, but the Inſtruments of Righ- 
teouſneſs? What are they, but the Means, not the End 
of Religion? For Chriſtianity doth not conſiſt in Spe- 
culation: Nothing but what is moral and practical 
can be the proper End of it. Now neither Faith 
nor Hope is directly of this Nature: They are, ſtrictly 
ſpeaking, mere Acts of the Mind; intended to in- 
fluence the Heart and Affections, and to bring forth 
Works of Righteouſneſs; but are no farther to be eſ- 
teemed than they really do this. 1 

Do we then male void theſe Gifts and Graces of the 
Spirit: Particularly, what it by others ſo much extolled, 


„The Word Opnoxaic in my Text literally means Religious Worſhip ; 
and ſo is not improperly rendered Religian. But if we keep. in Mind the 
ſtrict Meaning of the Word, it will give a particular Force to the preſent 
Argument. For in this View, it will teach us that even the moſt ſolemn 
Acts of religions Worſhip and Devotion are utterly inſignificant, if they 
are not accompanied with Brotherly Kindneſs: And that it is in vain to 
; pretend to approach God with our Lips, whilſt our Hearts are eſtranged from 
the Love of our Neighbour. All which perfectly agrees with that Declaration 
in Scripture, (the Truth of which ſtands atteſted by our bleſſed Lord him- 
ſeif) that to he the Lord our Cod with all our Heart and our Neighbour as 
ourſelves-is more than all whale Burnt-Offerings and Sacrifices, (Mark xii, 33.) 


( 14 ) 
the Gift of Taub? God forbid : On the contrary, we 
eſtabliſh it for this Reaſon—becauſe we do aſſign it 
as the Means and Inſtrument of Righteouſneſs. This 
we conſider as the End and Deſign of all Religion: 
A Deſign ſo important in itſelf, ſo eſſential to Hap- 
pineſs temporal and eternal, chat it ſhews great In- 
diſcretion in any Man to neglect ſuch Means as are 
of Uſe in order to promote this Deſign: It ſhews a 
great Contempt and . Profanation of holy Things, in 
one. who has taken upon him the Name of Chriſt, to 
negle& the Uſe of Faith for this Purpoſe. 

The Truth is, that neither Faith, nor Righteouſneſs, 
ſack as Man can produce, nor both together, can pur- 
chaſe the Salvation, of a Sinner : The Death of Chriſt 
only is ſufficient for this : The Merits of whoſe Sa- 
crifice muſt. be applied by Faith, as the Means of Sal- 
vation; bringing forth Works of Righteouſneſs, as the 
End and Accompliſhment of theſe Means. And I have 
endeavoured to 1 as far as the Time would per- 
mit, that theſe Works of Righteouſneſs can be the 
Reſult only of a true Principle of Love or Benevo- 


lence, ſo rooted in the Heart as to influence and re- 
gulate a Man's whole Life and Conduct. 


Thus is the Importance of Brotherly Love or Cha- 
rity, in every View, manifeſt. 

It was, in Fact, the original Perfection of Man : 
He was created in the Image of God: And God is Love. 
And fo eſſential is Love to the Happineſs of Man, 
that when this heavenly. Gift was loſt, the Son of 
God came into the World, in order to reſtore it: He 
came to reſtore that Image of the Godhead which 
had been defaced : And that, we ſee, was Love. 


The 
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The whole Life of our bleſſed Lord here on Earth 
was to the ſame Effect: He went about doing Good:: 
Leaving us an Example that we ſhould follow him 
in Works of Love: In which he likewiſe followed the 
Example of his heavenly Father; who firſt created 
Man, and hath ever fince been pouring down his 
n upon him, becauſe he loved hun, - 


From this View of the Importance of Brotherly 
Love, or Charity to Perſons in Diſtreſs in general; I 
come, in the ſecond Place, to conſider the Reaſonable- 
neſs of making ſome particular Proviſion for. thoſe 
Orphans and Wadows, whoſe ſingular Cireumſtances 
of Diſtreſs are the Occaſion of this Day's Solemnuty:. : 
And here it muſt be granted that, as Orphans and 
Widows: only, their Condition is much to be pitied. 
They have loſt, generally ſpeaking, their beſt Friend, 
their greateſt Benefactor: The Pe rlon to whom they 
have been hitherto obliged, under Heaven, for the 
chief Bleſſings of Life; and in whom were centered 
all their Hopes of Happineſs in it for the Future. 
Recolle& with yourſelves what is uſually the Situa- 
tion of a Family, abounding with all other Bleſſings, 
when * deprived of their Head and Fa- 
ther. If great be the Misfortune in ſuch Caſes; how 
much greater muſt it be, when, as in the preſent Inſtance, 
they have like wiſe loſt cheir chief or only Support? 

x 4 muſt alſo be granted, in Favour of * preſent 
Rd, that they are, for the moſt Part, innocent 
Sufferers: Or that their Misfortunes ariſe not from 
their own Fault We may add, that neither are they 
generally owing to any Fault of the deceaſed Huf- 
band or Parent: Unleſs it be a Fault for a Man to 

E | marry, 
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marry, net being able, at all Events, to make 
ſuitable Proviſion for a Family. 

There are Inſtances, no Doubt, of Profuſion * * 
travagance in Clergymen as well as others : We do not 
pretend, by being entered into the more immediate Ser- 
vice of Almighty” God, to be entirely free from the 
Frailties and Infirmities of Men. But that Extrava- 

ance is the general Cauſe of the Diſtreſs we are con- 
Pier ing; J am confident, is far from being true: At 
kalt, many other Cauſes may be aſſigned ; and I be- 
leve, with much more Jultice. 

Such are the Rank and Character which a Clergy- 
man ſupports, or ought to ſupport in the World. He 
is not now, as in the Days of Superſtition, to ſhut 
himſelf up in a Cell or a Cloiſter : Neither is he to 
conſider himſelf, in the literal Senſe of the Words, 
as a Stranger and Pilgrim on the Earth : But he is 
expected to appear as a Member of the Community, 
as a Citizen of the World: In full Perſuaſion, that 
the innocent Enjoyment of this Life is not inconſiſtent 
with his Proſpect of a better. 

By his Education, he has contracted a liberal Turn 
of Mind, and formed a liberal Acquaintance. Out 
of ReſpeR to his Office, as well as his: perfonal Ae. 
roniphithinnts he is ſometimes expected to appear 
amongſt the Zhgheft ; and his Rank is generally al- 
lotted him with he better Sort, at leaſt, of his Neigh- 
bours. This, if it do not carry him into the common 
Expence of his Neighbours, will be apt to keep him 
from a narrow, contracted, parſimonious Way of Liv- 

ing : Which indeed, were he ever ſo much inclined 
to it, far from being proper, would be no ſmall Re- 


8 to him. For the Love of Money, contemp- 
uble 
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tible enough in any Man, is particularly inconſiſtent 
with the Character of a Miniſter of = — Goſpel. He 
is expected, on the contrary, in Proportion to his Cir- 
cumſtances, to be one of the Fi, in Works. of Hoſ- 
pitality, Generoſity, Charity. And I hope, generally 
is ſo: At leaſt, I am perſuaded that this is more fre- 
quently his true Character, than the oppolite ny, 
of being Selfiſh, Inhoſpitable, Unmerciful. 

Theſe Things fairly conſidered, it is really. ey 
more to be 1 at, that ume Clergymen are 
able to ſupport their Families while they live; than 
that they leave them unprovided for when they die. 
And if we take into the Account the greater Part of 
the Clergy in the om; ſo inadequate are their 
Incomes, as Clergymen, to the Demands even of a 
moderate Family; that it is ſcarce poſſible for them, 
if they live decently and re — to lay up any 
Thing conſiderable in Store againſt the evil Day. 

Let us ſuppoſe then a Caſe not uncommon: That 2 
Clergyman, whoſe Income is no better than that of the 
Generality of his Brethren, thinks proper to form a Con- 
nection, of all others, in this World, the moſt intereſt- 
ing; in Hopes that, ſhould his Fortune continue only 
ſlender as it is, Heaven may may be ſo kind as to grant 
him his Lie, in order to the better Maintenance of 
his Family: (and if Men might not truſt thus far to 
Providence, the far greater Part of Mankind would 
be condemned to a State of Celibacy) Suppoſing chat 
a Clergyman thus circumſtanced, is, early in Life, 
cut off from what he eſteemed the chief Bleſſings of 
Life: What is the obvious Conſequence to his ſur- 
viving Widow and Children? Having been accuſ- 
tomed to a cleanly, wholeſome, and orderly Manner 
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of Living, they are but badly prepared to engage 
with. that Train of Evils which are the uſual Atten- 
dants on Poverty: They, cannot dig, to beg they are 
aſhamed. This then is their great Diſtreſs: Not that 
they are more deſtitute of the Neceſſaries of Life than 
many others are (this we hope is never the Caſe): 

But that their Poverty has been preceded by better For- 
tune; that they have been accuſtomed to better Things: 
And that this, inſtead of being of any real Advantage 
to them (farther than as it may fairly challenge the 
peculiar” Care of Providence, by the Hands of thoſe 
Minifters of Heaven, who are bleſſed with an affluent 
Fortune, and with Hearts to make Uſe of it) ſerves 
only to render their preſent Condition the more mi- 
ſerable. This is a Conſequence that arifes from the 
Conſtitution of human Nature; which is formed, by 
Cuſtom, to Habats of Good or Evil, of Proſperity 0 or 


Ae 


It has been gad chat the' dj ifreſſed Condition 8 the 
Orphans and Widows of Clergymen is owing, in a great 
Meaſure, to the very unequal © Diſtribution of the Re- 
venues appropriated to the Maintenance of the Clergy : 
1hat were theſe divided among ſt the Clergy, in fuch 
Manner as they ought to be (proper Allowance being 
made for their reſpective Stations and Abilities) their 
Widows and Children would not ſo often be left in di * 
treſſed Circumſtances. 

Poſſibly they might not: And yet what would be 
the mee? Age, ty of ſuch a Diviſion, as far as it re- 
gards the preſent Queſtion, it is not eaſy to deter- 
mine. But then neither is it material for us at pre- 
tent to attempt a Determination of this Queſtion: = 
LI Ca uie 
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cauſe there is no Probability, that I know of, chat 
we ſhall ever experience ſuch a Diviſion. At leaſt, it 
is not in the Power of the Perſons, to whom his 3 15 
commonly objected, to make the Experiment: They 
muſt conſider the Matter, not as they might perhaps 
wiſh it to be, but as it really is. The Objection there- 
fore, as it is ſometimes made, to the Stewards of this 
Charity, or its Friends and Supporters, can be under- 
ſtood only as a Pretence for not e n e 80 
Thing towards the Promotion of it. 

But ought not the Clergy to undertake amongſt hte 
ſelves to maintain the Families of their deceaſed Bre- 
thren? And are they not, upon the Whole, very well 


able to do this? Perhaps they might be well enon gh 


able to do this; were they to confine their Charity to 

theſe Objects only. But this, they apprehend, would 
be very nconfitiint with the true Notion of Chriſ- 
tian Charity. After the Example of their Lord and 
Maſter, they are ever ready to extend their Acts of 
Kindneſs and Compaſſion, according to their Abilities, 
to Objects of Diſtreſs in general. And if the Clergy, 
by this Means, contribute in full Proportion towards 
the Support of the Laity; they think it but reaſona- 
ble, at leaſt till ſome other Proviſion be made for this 
Purpoſe, that the Laity, in their 'Turn, ſhould thus 


contribute towards the Support of the Orphans and 
Widows of the Clergy. 


_ Give me Leave to add, as a farther Inducement 
to the Lay-Part of my Audience, (for I think it need- 
leſs to offer any particular Motives, by Way of ex- 
citing the hearty Aſſiſtance of you, my Brethren) 
that there never was a Tune perhaps, when your 
F Aſſiſtance 
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Aſſiſtance was more ſeaſonable than the 


A 


preſent. 
bundance of Riches in the Nation, the Conſequence 
of an extended and ſucceſsful Commerce, ſeems, at 


firſt View, to have made a Scarcity of ev Thing 
elle. This muſt undoubtedly ' be mains. as. one 
Cauſe of the advanced Price bf moſt of the Neceſ- 
ſaries of Life. But whatever may have occaſioned 
this more than ordinary Change ; the. Conſequence is 
certain, — it greatly diſtreſſes all . thoſe whoſe. In- 
come ĩs but moderate, and yet ſtated and determined: 

And therefore it is a great Misfortune to many of 
the inferior Clergy. themſelves, as well as to the Or- 
phans and Widows of Clergymen. Hence that an- 
nual Relief which hath been allotted by this Society 
to the preſent Objects of your Charity, will not per- 
haps purchaſe more than Half of the Neceſſaries of 
Life, which the ſame. Sum would have procured at 
the . firſt Inſtitution: of this Society. And yet the 
Stewards and Diſpenſers of your Charity will. not. be 
able, I ſuppoſe, to make any extraordinary Allowance 
to their Petitioners :. (unleſs they ſhould be encou- 
raged to do it from ſome extraordinary Contributions) 
Becauſe it is probable that the ſame Reaſon which 
adds to the 'D ſtreſs of their Petitioners, will ene 
add to the Number of them. 


Theſe are ſome of the many Conſiderations which 
recommend to your particular Protection the Orphans 
and Widows of Glergymen. I have thought it ſuf- 
ficient barely to relate their Cate to you: Knowing 
your Readineſs, upon all Occaſions, to relieve Diſ- 

treſs; and - thinking myſelf happy in Wen an Ad- 
vocate 
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vocate for Charity, in a Place not more famous for 
Wealth, than for the generous Application of it. 


To the ſame Principle of Benevolence therefore, 
from which many excellent Things have been done 
by you, we truſt for your aſſiſting, and for your 
continuing to aſſiſt this our Labour of Love. By 
miniſtring to the Neceſſities of the Orphans and Wi- 
dows of Clergymen ; you ſhew your Regard, not only 
for the Clergy themſelves, but for that holy Religion 
of which they have the Honour to be the Miniſters. 
Nay Farther: You ſhew your Regard for the great 
Founder of that Religion, the Author and Finiſher of 
your Faith: Who has not only taught us to love one 
another, as he hath loved us; but hath expreſsly de- 
clared, that in the great Day of Accounts, when he will 
appear as Judge of all the Earth, he will confider all 
ſuch Acts of Brotherly Love, or Charity to Perſons 
in Diſtreſs, as done unto himſelf, and will reward 
them as ſuch. In as much, ſays he, as ye have done 
it unto one of the leaſt of theſe my Brethren, ye have 
done it unto me. 


May this gracious Aſſurance be your great Encou- 


ragement in this Life ; and your Comfort in the next. 
Amen. 
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